Review and interview of the
Writing Contest

How individuals writing about their own
specific experiences can still bring
everyone closer than ever.

Here in the Ville des Langues Festival, many events have the objective of promoting all
cultures, and culture for all. To examine how it works, I participated in one of the events:
the Writing Contest. It took place on two different dates, and in two different places. The
first session took place at the Avignon University, on the 10th of April, and it was destined
to University Students. The second session occurred in the Maison Jean Vilar, on the 15th
of April. This time, it was open to everyone, but most of the participants were students,
except for three people. Finally, a ceremony was held at the Maison Jean Vilar, on the 18"
of April.

The Ceremony was organised to thank the participants and the partnerships, and to read
some of the texts that had been selected as honourable mentions, but which did not win.
Then, as the Winner of the Contest, Clémence L., could not attend the ceremony, Hitirava,
one of the organisers of the contest, read the winning text. All in joy and community,
participants exchanged on their experiences, and on their writings. Then, everyone
gathered in the courtyard of the Maison Jean Vilar, to eat and drink. It was also announced
that all the texts would be exposed all around Avignon. If you ever find a beautiful letter
about languages, travel, and community, know that you found one of the letters!
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“Interculturalism” was the theme of the Writing
Contest, and so I was curious to better understand
what it meant for others. Discovering such a
complex concept in a participative way helped
me grasp how the Ville des Langues festival
promotes culture and community. But to
understand the Writing Contest in itself, it
seemed relevant to discover who made it happen:
two University students, Sarah and Hitirava.
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Sarah and Hitirava are both studying a Master’s degree in Cultural Studies at the Avignon
Université. Together, they made the Writing Contest from scratch, as a group project of one
of their courses. Indeed, their course was held by Helen Landau, who is the head of the
Printemps Anglophone and of the Ville des Langues festival. Her goal was to put up an
event relevant to the theme of the festival. To even better understand what were the
intentions of the Contest’s creators, I interviewed them, via email. Here it is:

Why did you want to create a writing contest for the festival? Was there a specific
idea behind it?

Sarah: We wanted to offer the possibility for people to create and share their experiences
or their writing skills. Festivals often organise activities or shows but the public isn’t
always completely involved, and if they are, their participation doesn’t last. A writing
contest would provide that.

Did the reason to put in place a writing contest change within the making of it? Why?
Hitirava: From the maximal numbers of participants to the place it would take place, a few
organisation details had to change because when we organise a contest for the first time we
can have trouble understanding how little it usually starts. We only had to reconsider the
scale of the event but the rest went on without any troubles.

What were your expectations when making a writing contest? Have you met these
expectations? Why?

S : Obviously when we come up with an event and that we put the work behind it, we have
certain hopes and expectations regarding the number of people, but again it was a first-time
event and even though we had reduced the scale we still wanted at least 50% of the
maximum capacity. We had much less than 50% probably due to the timing of the event
but we were really satisfied with the little productions we got.

H : I think we kind of expected our event would not reunite a lot of people, but it is a great
start for the other contexts organized with the festival to scale or compare their maximal
numbers/participants with how our writing contest went.

Have you ever participated in a Writing Contest before?

S: No writing contest had ever been held where I lived so no, but I have friends who have
and I got to live the experience a little through them.

H : An official writing contest? No, never. I did have to write for a little contest one of my
professors held in class but that’s kind of it.

As students of the Avignon Université, what did you learn in the process of creating
an event from scratch?

S: An event has to be thought through quite early in the process, but needs to be flexible,
otherwise it can be impossible to put it together. Money comes into play of course but
again if you’re flexible you can achieve it. For us it’s more the administration behind it that
was the hardest because it’s something we need guidance and training for, so doing from
scratch literally is what taught us the most.



Would you ever consider creating such an event without the university?

S: It can be harder without the support and backup of such an institution, but it would be
really interesting to see how it works when we’re on our own.

H: Maybe things would not go as smoothly in aspects, like our budget, because the
university does lots of partnership, making things easier for students to organize events in
different places.

Why did you choose the Maison Jean Vilar for the second session of the event?

H: 1 suppose we wanted to open our second session to a larger public. Festival Ville des
Langues is open for everyone, so we needed to try to have at least one session outside of
the university.

How was the process of selecting the winner of the contest? Did you find it hard to
choose?

H: We decided to split the pile of letters in half and to read them in one day, then, we had
to exchange the other half. After finishing reading all the letters, we met to talk about
which one was our favourite in the first half, deciding one “winner” in this one. Then, we
proceeded the same for the second half, choosing one “winner”. We had a lot of talk about
how to choose the winner. We tried to choose the one who met all the criterias we
explained during their sessions.

How did you choose the theme of the Writing contest? Did you have other options
that you could do?

S: I don’t really know how we got to choose the theme of our writing contest, but indeed,
we tried to meet the expectations of the main themes tackled during the entirety of the
Festival. Languages, speaking, sharing, writing, learning, and so on, came the idea of
sharing a souvenir/memory of intercultural.

Do you enjoy writing yourselves?

S: I personally do, though with life going on it gets harder and harder, but I know if I
hadn’t organised the contest myself I would have participated.

H : I do love writing poems or little silly phrases that come to mind, but I much more
enjoy reading others. Not because I want to judge them, but because I love how people get
to write about a specific thing in a drastically different way from me, learning more about
how they see life.

Do you think that writing can bring people together?

S: Writing is a deeply personal and intimate thing, so it can be a bit tough to have people
share this together, but when we have such themes like ours, it leaves this space for similar
or common experiences for people to share.

On this final quote, we can wonder what writing does to communities, to our
imagination, or even to our health. I would still argue that writing, especially in an
intercultural context, does bring people together. They remember, they formulate, they
share. And when this is done, they exchange, and cultures spread on one another. All
cultures are celebrated, and become one culture: interculturalism.



Highlights of the ceremony, and the
winner of the contest

Picture of some participants, Helen Landau, and the organisers of the Writing Contest, Hitirava and Sarah
at the ceremony in the Maison Jean Vilar. 18th of April 2026.
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Picture of Hitirava (on the left), co-organiser of the Writing

Contest, and Clémence L. (winner of the contest), receiving
fer prize. 28th of April 2026.
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